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Professor W. D. Mackenzie, D.D., has resigned his chair of sys- 
tematic theology in the Chicago Theological Seminary to assume the 
presidency of Hartford Theological Seminary. The transfer will be 
made, it is now understood, about January i, 1904. Hartford Theo- 
logical Seminary is to be congratulated upon having secured one of 
the strongest men of western Congregationalism. The best wishes of 
his associates and friends in Chicago will attend him in taking up his 
work in the new field. 

Subscribers to the " International Critical Commentary" series, 
of which Messrs. Charles Scribner's Sons are the American publishers, 
will welcome the announcement that the volume upon Numbers, by 
Professor Buchanan Gray, is almost ready ; the volume upon Kings, 
by Professor Francis Brown, of New York, is to be ready in the near 
future ; and the volume on Chronicles, by Professor Edward L. Curtis, 
of Yale University, is well advanced toward publication. It is said 
also that the late Professor A. B. Davidson's volume on Isaiah was 
practically complete when he died, and its publication may be expected 
soon. 

The third volume of the Expositor ' s Greek Testament, published in 
this country by Messrs. Dodd, Mead & Co., of New York, is promised 
at once. The two preceding volumes have been found of high value, 
and the completion of the series is therefore greatly desired. The 
contents and writers of the third volume are as follows: "The Second 
Epistle to the Corinthians," by Dean Bernard, D.D.; " The Epistle to 
the Galatians," by Rev. Frederick Rendall, A.M.; " The Epistle to the 
Ephesians," by Rev. Principal Salmond, D.D.; "The Epistle to the 
Philippians," by Rev. H. A. A. Kennedy, D.Sc; "The Epistle to the 
Colossians," by Professor A. S. Peake, A.M. 

During the third week in June a Summer School of Theology is 
to be held for the first time in Scotland. The place of meeting is at 
Aberdeen, the school being under the auspices of the United Free 
Church College there. Lectures will be delivered upon biblical sub- 
jects by Dr. Marcus Dods, Dr. James Denney, Professor W. M. Ramsay, 
Dr. Forrest, Professor Kennedy of Edinburgh, Professor W. P. Paterson 
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of Aberdeen, and Mr. A. E. Garvey. This method of extending to 
laymen the knowledge which they long for about the Bible is one 
which will doubtless be appreciated by many, and it may be hoped that 
the experiment made this year will be so successful as to induce the 
regular holding of this school from year to year. 

In his further discussion of the location of Golgotha and the Holy 
Sepulcher, in the Palestine Exploration Fund Quarterly Statement for 
April, Sir C. W. Wilson reaches the following position as to the 
patristic testimony of the second, third and fourth centuries : "The 
only possible conclusion from a discussion of the literary evidence 
seems to be that there is no decisive reason for placing Golgotha and 
the tomb at the places which were accepted as genuine in the fourth 
century, and that there is no distinct proof that they were not so 
situated. Fortunately, the question is purely archaeological, and its 
solution one way or the other does not affect any Christian dogma or 
article of faith. My own view is that the tradition is so precarious, 
and the evidence of its credibility is so unsatisfactory, as to raise grave 
doubts respecting its accuracy." 

One of the interesting questions often asked, and to which differ- 
ent answers are given, is the question as to what passages of Scripture 
will be of greatest benefit to boys and girls when committed to memory 
in early years. In the Watchman of April 23 a list of such passages 
is suggested which is worthy of careful consideration. The passages 
are as follows: (1) the Ten Commandments; (2) the Lord's Prayer; 
(3) the Beatitudes, Matt. 5:1-12; (4) Trust in God, Matt. 6:24-34; (5) 
the Two House-Builders, Matt. 7:24-29; (6) the Parables of the King- 
dom, Matt. 13; (7) the Parables of Rescue, Luke 15; (8) the Praise of 
Love, 1 Cor. 13; (9) the Control of the Tongue, James 3:1-12; (10) 
Psalm 1; (n) Psalm 19; (12) Psalm 23; (13) Psalm 34; (14) the Two 
Paths, Prov. 4:14-20; (15) the Way of Life, John 14:1-8; (16) the 
Heavenly City, Rev. 21:10-13, 22-27; 22:1-6. 

The making of Bible dictionaries is continuous, but the making of 
Bible dictionaries of a single-volume size is less frequent than it should 
be. A single-volume dictionary meant for popular use generally 
represents a point of view which is not abreast of the scholarship of its 
time. Germany, however, has accomplished the task of producing a 
Bible dictionary which is at the same time but one volume in length 
and thoroughly scholarly. It is entitled Das kurze Bibelworterbuch 
(800 pages, S3). The editor of this dictionary is Professor Guthe, of 
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Leipzig, and his collaborators are Professors Beer and H. J. Holtz- 
mann, of Strassburg ; Professor Kautzsch, of Halle ; Professor Siegfried, 
of Jena; Professor Weidemann, of Bonn; Professor Zimmern, of 
Leipzig ; and the late Professor Socin. These scholars are capable of 
making a dictionary of the highest excellence from a progressive 
standpoint, and Germany is to be congratulated upon having a work 
of this sort for the more intelligent laymen to use. 

There was recently discovered at Shedia, near Alexandria, a stele 
containing an inscription of great interest. It reads as follows : 
'Y7r£p /3a<Ti\£<j>s YlToX.€/j.aiov ko.1 /3a(TiX.i(rcrrjS TZeptviKij's doeAi^s ko.1 yvvaiKos kcll 
tS>v t€kvo>v tt)v Trpocrevxrjv 01 'IovSatot. The historical significance of this 
inscription is that there was a Greek-speaking Jewish community in 
this town as early as the times of Ptolemy III. Euergetes, 247-222 B. C, 
and that these Jews had built a synagogue which they dedicated to the 
king and queen of the period. If it was true of Shedia that it contained 
a Jewish community with its synagogue, this would be much more true 
of the great city of Alexandria near by. The inscription is exceed- 
ingly helpful thus in fixing the existence of the Jewish dispersion in 
Egypt, and especially in Alexandria, in the third century before Christ. 
A full description of the discovery and its bearings may be found in the 
Revue des etudes juives, tome XLV, 1902, p. 162, by Th. Reinach ; and 
by U. von Wilamowitz in the Sitzungsberichte der Berliner Akademie, 
1902, p. 1094. 

At the meeting of the sixth International Sunday-school Commit- 
tee recently held in Washington, the Committee was made complete by 
the appointment of Professor Samuel Ives Curtiss, Ph.D., D.D., of 
Chicago Theological Seminary, to represent the Congregationalists in 
the place of President Henry M. Hopkins of Williams College, who 
was elected to this position by the Denver Convention, but who 
declined to serve. The Committee arranged the outline of lessons to 
be pursued under the International uniform system during the years 
1906-11. An improvement from previous outlines has been made in 
respect of continuity of subject: the life and character of Jesus is 
assigned as a subject for eighteen months' continuous study, using the 
three synoptic gospels as the basis of the lessons. This is to be fol- 
lowed by a year in Old Testament study, beginning with the stories of 
the patriarchs and continuing to the time of Samuel. Again, in 1909, 
a full year is given to the study of the apostolic age; in 1910, a full 
year to the early Hebrew history, from Samuel to Isaiah. The remain- 
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ing portions of the five years are divided up as usual into six-month 
sections, with studies alternating in the Old and New Testaments. 

Announcement was made some time ago by the publishers of 
Hastings's Dictionary of the Bible that an " Extra Volume" of the 
Dictionary would be published in addition to the four volumes which 
have already appeared. A preliminary notice is now made of this 
Extra Volume. It is to contain a series of longer articles dealing with 
important subjects of biblical study; for instance, the Agrapha, the 
Diaspora, Philo, Josephus, the Talmud, the Samaritan Pentateuch, 
and the Religion of Greece and Asia Minor. Also subjects or portions 
of subjects which needed fuller treatment than the original space of 
the Dictionary permitted will here receive an extended treatment; for 
example, the English Versions, the Sermon on the Mount, Textual 
Criticism of the New Testament, Wages, Ships, Religions of Assyria 
and Babylonia, of Egypt and of Israel, and the Development of 
Doctrine in the Apostolic Age. Other articles there will be also, to 
bring together the main points of various specific discussions through- 
out the preceding four volumes ; such as, the Races of the Old Testa- 
ment, Roads and Travel, New Testament Times, Hours, Papyri, the 
Style of Scripture, and Symbols. In addition to these various articles, a 
series of indexes will be furnished covering all five volumes. Authors, 
subjects, texts, and Hebrew and Greek words will all be indexed. 
It will be seen therefore that the Extra Volume of Hastings's Diction- 
ary of the Bible will be of much importance, and worthy of a place 
beside the volumes which have already been published. 

A work which promises to be the most elaborate and the most 
important treatise on the text of the New Testament is entitled Die 
Schriften des Neuen Testaments in Hirer altesten erreichbaren Text- 
gestalt hergestellt auf Grund Hirer Textgeschichte. The author is Dr. 
Hermann von Soden, professor in the University of Berlin, who has had 
a body of trained and competent young scholars to assist him. The 
publisher of the work is Alexander Duncker, Berlin. There has now 
appeared the first part of Vol. I ; the second part is to be ready by the 
end of the year, and Vol. II is promised for next year. That the work is 
a massive one may be seen in the fact that this first part of Vol. I, consti- 
tuting perhaps one-quarter of the whole, has 704 pages of a very large 
octavo size. The contents of this first part deal with general introduc- 
tion to the criticism of the New Testament text. The manuscripts 
which witness to the text are described, and classified according to their 
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type of text and genealogical history. Then a mass of information, 
hitherto largely inaccessible to the many, is furnished concerning the 
handling of the New Testament text through the first three centuries 
of its history. The phenomena of transmission, and the character- 
istics and value of the different types of text, will be further discussed 
in the second part of Vol. I ; while Vol. II is to contain a newly wrought 
critical text, with a new and complete text-critical apparatus. If the 
labors of Dr. von Soden and his collaborators have been scholarly, wise, 
and faithful, this great work should supersede the monumental Eighth 
Edition Major of Tischendorf and Gregory, which has held the field 
for a feneration. 



